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CONVENTION INFORMATION

HOTEL

Westin Crown Center
One East Pershing Road
Kansas City, Missouri 64108
(816) 474-4400

REGISTRATION

The convention registration desk is
located on the Ballroom Level in the
Roanoke Foyer.

Wednesday, November 18
8 a.m.-6 p.m.

Thursday, November 19
6a.m.-2 p.m.

Friday, November 20
8a.m.-10 a.m.

In addition to providing registration ser-
vices, NAFB staff are available to answer
questions about Convention.

Sponsored by John Deere

NAME BADGES

Name badges must be worn for entry to
all convention programs, events, and
functions.

MEAL TICKETS

Tickets will be collected at the NAFB
Foundation Celebration Luncheon,
Welcome Reception, Night of Honors
Celebration Banquet, and Awards
Luncheon. Tickets can be found within
your name badge.

DRINK TICKETS

Drink tickets will be collected at receptions
throughout convention. If you need more
drink tickets they are available at the
registration desk.

Sponsored by Corn Refiners Association

MEETING ATTIRE

The NAFB Convention is “business casual,”
with the exception of the President’s
Banquet, which is “black-tie optional.”

GUEST ROOM INTERNET
Internet service in your guest room is
provided free of charge. Refer to the
card you receive with your room key at
check-in for the internet code.
Co-Sponsored by AMVAC and U.S. Custom
Harvesters, Inc.
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NAFB FOUNDATION AUCTION

The NAFB Foundation Silent Auction is open

from 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Wednesday, November

18, and 8 a.m.-3 p.m., Thursday, November

19, in Pershing East. Items will be moved

to Century A for final bidding at 5:45 p.m.,

Thursday; the Live Auction starts at 6 p.m.

in Century A.

Silent Auction sponsored by ASTA

Live Auction sponsored by Illinois Soybean
Association and Propane Education and
Research Council

PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIO
As a service to all convention attendees,

a photography studio is available from

8 a.m.-3 p.m. both Thursday, November

19 and Friday, November 20 in the
Westport Room. This is a great opportunity
to have your professional headshot taken.
Digital images will be available, at no cost,
after convention.

Sponsored by Vive Crop Protection

MULT BOXES

Mult boxes will be stationed at newsmakers
and programming sessions for broadcasters
to connect their recorders into the sound
system.

Sponsored by BASF

BOOSTER CLUB

Support the NAFB Foundation with a

$100 donation. For each $100 donation,
you are eligible for a chance at a $500
buying credit for the NAFB Foundation
Live Auction, Thursday evening, November
19. Booster Club donations can be made
at the NAFB Foundation table in Pershing
East or by scanning the QR code below to
donate online.

2026 SOCIAL MEDIA CORPS

College students passionate about social
media and digital storytelling will be sharing
convention stories throughout the event.
They will be guiding online conversations
using the hashtag #NAFB26.

Co-Sponsored by: Farm Credit and Great Plains Ag



NAFB BROADCAST SERVICE
CENTER

An extensive Broadcast Service Center is
available for broadcasters to keep up on
daily ag news stories, conduct interviews,
and feed programs. Broadcast/interview
tables, along with computer workstations
and high-speed internet connections, are
available for broadcasters. The center is
located in Pershing Place.

Sponsored by BASF

PROFESSIONAL COACHING
SESSIONS

Reserve your 50-minute session with
Cheryl Bierman Mitchell, a speaker and
author who helps people communicate
more effectively, challenge assumptions,
and navigate the conversations that shape
how they work and lead. Raised on a dairy
farm in Jasper County, lllinois, Cheryl brings
a deep understanding of agriculture and
the people and relationships behind the
industry. Registration is required: see the
registration desk for more details.
Sponsored by Firestone Ag

PROFESSIONAL VOICE COACHING
SESSIONS

Interact with professional performance
coach Candy Coleman, learning ways to
identify and fix some of your specific
presentation challenges in a 45-minute
session. Dr. Candice Coleman’s style is
friendly and supportive, and she’ll
recommend practical suggestions, tips

and exercises individualized for you.
Whether you’re a beginning broadcaster or
have been at it a long time, if you want to
improve, Candy’s here to help. Registration
is required: see the registration desk for
more details.

Sponsored by Beck’s

HEALTH SCREENINGS AND
FLU SHOTS

A basic health screening will be available
from 7:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Friday,
November 20, in the Century Foyer.
Services include blood pressure checks,
cholesterol tests, and flu shots from
healthcare professionals on-site. It is
recommended to not eat before having
your cholesterol levels checked.
Sponsored by Nutrien Ag Solutions

D000
CONVENTION SOCIAL MEDIA

Post and follow the 2026 Convention on social media

with the official convention hashtag:

#NAFB26




WELCOME TO THE 83rd CONVENTION

Thank you for being here and for joining us as we Tune In to What’s Next.

When we began thinking about this year’s convention theme, | kept coming back to one
idea: NAFB has an incredible legacy, but our responsibility is not only to celebrate where
we’ve been. It is also to make sure we are ready for where agriculture, our audiences, and
our professions are going next.

The way we communicate is changing quickly. Farm broadcasting will always be at the
heart of NAFB, but today our members are also reaching audiences through podcasts,
video, social media, digital platforms, newsletters, and channels that may not have even
existed a few years ago. New technology, including Artificial Intelligence, continues to
change how we gather information, tell stories, and connect with farmers.

At the same time, a new generation of broadcasters and agricultural communicators is
stepping forward. | believe one of the most important things we can do as an organization
is create space for their ideas, invest in their development, and give them opportunities to
learn from one another and from the generations of broadcasters who built the foundation
we stand on today.

That is what Tune In to What’s Next means to me.

It is not about leaving our history behind. It is about carrying forward the things that
have always made farm broadcasting valuable -- credibility, relationships, curiosity, and a
commitment to serving farmers and rural America -- while being willing to evolve how we
deliver on that mission.

Throughout this convention, | hope you will hear new perspectives, meet someone you
haven’t met before, learn something that challenges the way you think, and share some
of your own experience with someone coming up behind you.

Most importantly, | hope we leave Kansas City excited about what comes next: for NAFB,
for agricultural media, and for each of us individually.

Thank you for being part of it. I'm glad you're here, and | hope you'll join us as we Tune
In to What’s Next.

Sincerely,

Dy Hoorll -t

Delaney Howell-Groth

2026 NAFB President-Elect A *ONVENTION
} HOVEMEBER

2028




NAFB BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT
Deloss Jahnke
RFD Radio Network

PRESIDENT ELECT
Delaney Howell-Groth
Agricultural News Daily, Corp

VICE PRESIDENT
Susan Littlefield
Farm and Ranch Media

ALLIED INDUSTRY COUNCIL
REPRESENTATIVE

Ben Nuelle

MO Pork Assoc.

ALLIED INDUSTRY COUNCIL
REPRESENTATIVE

se20 )opo

EAST REGION

VICE PRESIDENT

Gary Truitt
Hoosier/Michigan Ag Today

SOUTH REGION
VICE PRESIDENT

Jesse Allen
Farm and Ranch Media

MANAGEMENT SALES
COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE
Bob Brunker

J.L. Farmakis, Inc.

MANAGEMENT SALES
COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE
Molly Nichols

Hoosier/Michigan Ag Today

MARKETING & PROMOTIONS
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Ashley Craft COMMITTEE CHAIR
Crafted Communications Russ Parker
IA Agribusiness Net
WEST REGION
VICE PRESIDENT
Andy Schwab
Northern Ag Network
NAFB NEWS SERVICE Service to produce and distribute news and

The NAFB News Service
\\ connects you to current
( )) agricultural news from
News seRvIce around the country and
from fellow NAFB members.

The News Service provides Broadcast
Council members with current news,
information, commodity prices, and
more in a single location. The News
Service is located on NAFB.com. Once
logged in, broadcasters find ready-to-use
audio reports for daily broadcasts.

Stories available online are provided by
NAFB members, industry partners, and
NAFB News Service staff. Farm broadcasters
from across the country submit audio and
scripts for use by other broadcasters.
Industry partners work with the News

information on product updates, legislative
issues, and association news, utilizing the
News Service as an effective and efficient
way to connect with more than 150
Broadcast Council members.

The NAFB News Service connects daily
with more than 60 member stations and
more than 42 networks. NAFB members
can be heard daily on more than 1,500
radio, TV, and satellite stations throughout
the United States.

For more information on how to access
the NAFB News Service or how to utilize
the News Service for your next product
announcement, contact Gardner Hatch,
NAFB executive director, at ghatch@nafb.
com or 816.431.4032, ext. 101.

FUTURE NAFB NATIONAL CONVENTION DATES

84th NAFB Convention

November 16-18, 2027
Westin Crown Center
Kansas City, Missouri

85th NAFB Convention

November 14-16, 2028
Westin Crown Center
Kansas City, Missouri



2026 SCHEDULE

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17

9:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
NAFB Board of Directors Meeting
Penn Valley

4 p.m.-9 p.m.

NAFB Foundation Board Meeting
and Dinner

Roanoke

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18

4a.m.—6 p.m.
Broadcast Service Center Open
Pershing Place
SPONSOR: BASF

8a.m.—6 p.m.
Registration
Roanoke Foyer
SPONSOR: John Deere

8a.m.~4 p.m.

NAFB Foundation Silent Auction
Pershing East

SPONSOR: American Seed Trade Association

8 a.m.—4:50 p.m.

50-Minute One-on-One Professional
Coaching Sessions

(BY APPOINTMENT ONLY)

Union Hill West

SPONSOR: Firestone Ag

8:45 a.m.—4:45 p.m.

45-Minute Voice Coaching Sessions
(BY APPOINTMENT ONLY)

Union Hill

SPONSOR: Beck’s

8:30 a.m.—10:30 a.m.

Marketing & Promotion Advisory
Committee Meeting and Al Workshop led
by Hillary Ferry, Two Rivers Marketing
Roanoke

SPONSOR: AgriMarketing Magazine

8:30 a.m.—9:20 a.m.

Newsmaker Session: Fueling the Farm:
Energy, Fertilizer and Key Inputs

Mike Castle, StoneX

Curt Covington, AgAmerica
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Moderator: Susan Littlefield, Farm and
Ranch Media

Shawnee Mission

SPONSOR: Novonesis

9:30 a.m.-10:20 a.m.

Newsmaker Session: The Ag Weather Out-
look: Forecasts, Risks and Climate Drivers
Farmers Need to Watch

Brad Rippey, USDA Office of the Chief Economist
Moderator: Riley Smith, lowa Agribusiness
Radio Network

Shawnee Mission

SPONSOR: Poet

10:30 a.m.-11:20 a.m.

Newsmaker Session: At a Crossroads: How
Data Centers, Solar, Wind and Land Use
Are Reshaping U.S. Agriculture

Joby Young, American Farm Bureau

Greg Brophy, Renewable Energy Farmers
of America

Daniel Nibarger, Google

Moderator: Cyndi Young, Brownfield Ag News
Shawnee Mission

SPONSOR: Agoro Carbon Alliance

10:40 a.m.—11:20 a.m.
Management Sales Council Meeting
and Election

Roanoke

11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

NAFB Foundation Celebration Luncheon
(ticketed event)

Washington Park Place

SPONSOR: CME Group

Noon-8 p.m.
Trade Talk Booth Setup
Century Ballroom and Foyer

1:40 p.m.—2:30 p.m.

Newsmaker Session: Al in the Farm Studio:
Real-World Tools, Tips and Talk
Roundtable Discussions

(Each session will be 10 minutes, select 3
tables from the 5 topics)

Moderator: Lori Hallowell, Bader Rutter

Table 1: Al in Ag Storytelling: Tools, Skills & Trust
Table Host: Erin Anderson, Brownfield Ag News



Table 2: Automation Without Losing Authenticity
Table Host: Sally Behringer, VML

Table 3: Al for Real-Time Field Intelligence
Table Host: Todd Gleason, /llinois Extension [
WILLAg.org

Table 4: Ethics, Accuracy, and Transparency
Table Host: Meghan Grebner, Brownfield Ag News

Table 5: How Al Is Changing Media Planning
and Discovery
Table Host: Bob Brunker, J.L. Farmakis, Inc.

Shawnee Mission
SPONSOR: Syngenta North America

2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m.
Allied Industry Council Meeting and Election
Roanoke

2:40 p.m.—3:30 p.m.

Newsmaker Session: Voices of the Future: Al
Trends Every Farm Radio Pro Should Know
Garrett Janssen, Forward Group

Greg Ehm, MorganMyers

Moderator: Delaney Howell-Groth, Ag News Daily
Liberty

SPONSOR: Edge Dairy Farmer Cooperative

3:45 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
NAFB All-Member Business Meeting
Liberty

5p.m.—6 p.m.

New Member and First Timer Mixer
Roanoke Foyer

SPONSOR: Nationwide Insurance

6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m.

Welcome Reception (ticketed event)
Washington Park Place

SPONSOR: National Corn Growers Association

6:30 p.m.—9:00 p.m.

Past Presidents’ Reception and Dinner
Shawnee Mission

SPONSOR: Growth Energy

7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m.

Casino Night

Washington Park Place Foyer and Brookside
SPONSOR: GROWMARK

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19

4 a.m.—6 p.m.
Broadcast Service Center Open
Pershing Place
SPONSOR: BASF

6a.m.-8a.m.

Trade Talk Breakfast Buffet

Garden Terrace

SPONSOR: American Coalition for Ethanol and CASE IH

6a.m.—2 p.m.
Registration
Roanoke Foyer
SPONSOR: John Deere

7:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Trade Talk

Century Ballroom and Foyer
SPONSOR: AARP and FMC

8a.m.-9a.m.

Young Professionals Inside Track:

Meet NAFB and Tour the Action in the
Newsroom and Trade Talk

Liberty

SPONSOR: International Fresh Produce Association

8a.m.-3 p.m.

Portrait Photography Studio
Westport

SPONSOR: Vive Crop Protection

8a.m.-3 p.m.

NAFB Foundation Silent Auction
Pershing East

SPONSOR: American Seed Trade Association

8a.m.-3 p.m.

50-Minute One-on-One Professional
Coaching Sessions

(BY APPOINTMENT ONLY)

Union Hill West

SPONSOR: Firestone AG

8:45 a.m.—4:45 p.m.

45-Minute Voice Coaching Sessions
(BY APPOINTMENT ONLY)

Union Hill

SPONSOR: Beck’s

10:00 a.m.—11:30 a.m.
Trade Talk Beef Carving
Century Ballroom

SPONSOR: Cattlemen’s Beef Board

11:30 a.m.—2:00 p.m.

Lunch Buffet

Garden Terrace

SPONSOR: Corteva Agriscience

SPONSOR: National Oilseed Processors Association
(dessert)



1:30 p.m.—2:30 p.m.
Trade Talk Teardown
Century Ballroom and Foyer

1:30 p.m.—3:00 p.m.
Refreshment Break
Roanoke Foyer
SPONSOR: Pivot Bio

1:45 p.m.—2:30 p.m.

Brooke L. Rollins, USDA Secretary of
Agriculture (invited)

Liberty

2:30 p.m.—4:30 p.m.
Broadcast Council Meeting and Election
Liberty

4:30 p.m.=5:00 p.m.

Regional Member Annual Meeting
(immediately following Broadcast
Council meeting)

East, Penn Valley -- South, Roanoke --
West, Liberty

5:45 p.m.=7:00 p.m.

NAFB Foundation Auction and Reception
Century A

SPONSORS: Propane Education & Research Council,
and lllinois Soybean Association

7:00 p.m.-9:30 p.m.

Night of Honors Celebration Banquet
(ticketed event)

Century C

SPONSOR: Bayer Crop Science (dinner)
SPONSOR: Phospholutions (wine service)

SPONSOR: Renewable Energy Farmers of
America (dessert)

SPONSOR: United Soybean Board (Hall of
Fame videos)

9:30 p.m.—11:30 p.m.

Hall of Fame Reception and Live
Music Featuring Tyler Richton and the
High Bank Boys

Century B

SPONSOR: ReachAg PR

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20

4a.m.—6 p.m.
Broadcast Service Center Open
Pershing Place
SPONSOR: BASF

7

6a.m.-8 a.m.

Continental Breakfast

Garden Terrace

SPONSOR: Clean Fuels Alliance America

7a.m.-8a.m.

Board Member Breakfast (current and
newly elected)

Roanoke

7:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m.

Health Screenings and Flu Shots
Century Ballroom Foyer
SPONSOR: Nutrien Ag Solutions

8a.m.-2 p.m.

50-Minute One-on-One Professional
Coaching Sessions

(BY APPOINTMENT ONLY)

Union Hill West

SPONSOR: Firestone Ag

8a.m.-10a.m.
Registration
Roanoke Foyer
SPONSOR: John Deere

8a.m.-3 p.m.

Portrait Photography Studio
Westport

SPONSOR: Vive Crop Protection

8:00 a.m.—8:50 a.m.

Professional Development Session:
Growing Together: Young Professionals,
Industry Wisdom and the Road Ahead
Roundtable Discussions

(Each session will be 10 minutes, select 3
tables from the 5 topics)

Moderators:

Erica Irlbeck, Ed.D, Texas Tech and

Dwayne Cartmell, Oklahoma State University

Table 1: Learning the Craft: What Young
Broadcasters Need Most from Mentors
Table Host: Bob Quinn, WHO Radio

Table 2: Modern Skills for a Modern Audience
Table Host: Parker James, Your Ag Network

Table 3: Building Trust Across
Generations of Listeners
Table Host: Taylor Brown, Northern Ag Network

Table 4: Career Pathways in Farm Broadcasting
Table Host: Lorrie Boyer, KSIR Radio/National
Farm Broadcaster



Table 5: Working Together in the Newsroom
Table Host: Rita Frazer, RFD Radio Network
Shawnee Mission

SPONSOR: The Midwest Council on Agriculture

8:15a.m.-11:45 a.m.

45-Minute Voice Coaching Sessions
(BY APPOINTMENT ONLY)

Union Hill

SPONSOR: Beck’s

9:00 a.m.—9:50 a.m.

Newsmaker Session: Protein Power Play:
Trends, Risks and Opportunities Across
Beef and Pork

Mike Deering, Missouri Cattlemen’s Association
Jennifer Tirey, lllinois Pork Producers Association
Joe Schuele, USMEF

Moderator: Andy Schwab, Northern Ag Network
Liberty

SPONSOR: The Fertilizer Institute

10:00 a.m.—10:50 a.m.

Professional Development Session: Tune
In to Your Frequency -- Using Personality
Insights and Generational Awareness to
Build Stronger Teams and Careers

KC Sheperd, Radio Oklahoma Ag Network
Delaney Howell-Groth, Ag News Daily
Moderator: Chase Kusel, National Farmers Union
Liberty

SPONSOR: Biglron

11:00 a.m.—11:50 a.m.

Newsmaker Session: The Ag Economy
Ahead: Market Trends, Financial Signals
and What Producers Should Expect

Aaron Edwards, Santos Springs

Moderator: DeLoss Jahnke, RFD Radio Network
Liberty

SPONSOR: International Fresh Produce Association

Noon-1:30 p.m.

Awards Luncheon (ticketed event)

Century A

SPONSOR: Syngenta (lunch)

SPONSOR: Syngenta (Horizon Award and Farm
Broadcaster of the Year Award)

SPONSOR: John Deere (News Service Awards)

SPONSOR: PTx (Workhorse Achievement Award)

SPONSOR: Sumitomo Biorational Company
(Broadcaster Contest Awards)

6:00 p.m.—6:45 p.m.
President’s Reception
Benton’s Prime
SPONSOR: ENAI

6:45 p.m.—9:00 p.m.
President’s Banquet
(RESERVATION REQUIRED)
Benton’s Prime

SPONSOR: CROPLAN Seed
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futures and options

CME Group helps you manage risk or pursue opportunities
with access to the widest array of Agricultural futures and options

on any exchange.

DISCOVER MORE

% CME Group

A4

CME Group is a trademark of CME Group Inc. The Globe logo is a trademark of Chicago
Mercantile Exchange Inc. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.

Copyright © 2026 CME Group. All rights reserved.
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BRONZE SPONSOR
Trade Talk Co-Sponsor
Sean Voskuhl
126 N. Bryant Ave
Edmond, OK 73034
swvoskuhl@aarp.org

=
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ADVANCED
AGRILYTICS

Water Station Sponsor
Laurissa Marchino
9225 Priority Way West, Ste. 100
Indianapolis, IN 46240
laurissa.marchino@advancedagrilytics.com

dGOro

CARBON" ALLIANCE

Convention Programming Session Sponsor
Paige Johnson
100 N. Tampa St.
Tampa, FL 33602
paige.johnson@agorocarbon.com

SERVING AGRIBUSINESS rnors:sloNAng‘

Marketing & Promotions
Meeting Break Sponsor
Lynn Henderson
P.O. Box 396
Adel, IA 50003
lynnh@agrimarketing.com

NAFB Retail Shop and Branded
Giveaways Sponsor
Jordan Van Trump
100 Locust St.

Kansas City, MO 64108
jordan@agswag.com

American

CONVENTION SPONSORS
Bankers

,&) Association.

Convention Photo Op Sponsor
Sarah Grano
1333 New Hampshire Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20036
sgrano@aba.com

AN~

american coalition fou

ethanol.

Trade Talk Breakfast Co-Sponsor
Katie Muckenhirn
5000 S. Broadband Ln., Ste. 224
Sioux Falls, SD 57108
kmuckenhirn@ethanol.org

AAMVAC

n dmercan Vangaem Gompaey

Hotel Guest Room Wireless
Internet Co-Sponsor
Matt Salanik
1155 Halle Park Circle
Collierville, TN 38017
matt.salanik@brightonagency.com

asta
Silent Auction Sponsor
Andy LaVigne
1900 Duke St., Ste. 505
Alexandria, VA 22314
alavigne@betterseed.org

american
seed trade
associatior

O =BASF

We create chamistry

PLATINUM SPONSOR
Broadcast Service Center Sponsor
Chip Shilling
2 TW Alexander Dr.
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709
chip.shilling@basf.com
10



CONVENTION SPONSORS

PLATINUM SPONSOR

Night of Honors Celebration Banquet Sponsor

Kyel Richard
100 Bayer Blvd.
Whippany, NJ 07981
kyel.richard@bayer.com

BECK'S

Professional Voice Coaching
Sessions Sponsor
Hannah Rayl
6767 E. 276th St.
Atlanta, IN 46031
hannah.rayl@beckshybrids.com

L]
Big
AUCTIONS

Friday Convention Programming
Session Sponsor
Tyson Hellbusch
213 Beaver St.
St. Edward, NE 68660
tyson.hellbusch@bigiron.com

@ BEREWMNFIELD
POWEELD R LEARFIELE
Hotel Lobby Branding Sponsor
Myra Verslues
505 Hobbs Rd.

Jefferson City, MO 65109
mverslues@learfield.com

BRONZE SPONSOR
Trade Talk Breakfast Co-Sponsor
Rebecca Ivey
621 State St.

Racine, WI 53402

rebecca.ivey@caseih.com
11

Trade Talk Beef Carving Stations Sponsor
Sarah Metzler
7555 E. Hampton Ave., Ste. 610
Denver, CO 80231
smetzler@beefboard.org

T, CERTIFIED
| AGRICULTURE
’ DEALERSHIP

Elevator Door Branding Sponsor
Lyle Orwig
1965 Rockhouse Rd.
Westfield, NC 27053
lyle@certifiedagdealer.com

LLIHARS

BRONZE SPONSOR
Lobby Bar Branding &
German Beer Sponsor

John Schofield
8401 S. 132nd St.
Omaha, NE 68138
john.schofield@claas.com

@

Clean'F uels

ALLIAWIE AWERICA

BRONZE SPONSOR
Friday Continental Breakfast Sponsor
Paul Winters
605 Clark Ave., P.O. Box 104898
Jefferson City, MO 65110
pwinters@cleanfuels.org

& CME Group

PLATINUM SPONSOR
Foundation Scholarship Luncheon
& Hotel Escalator Clings Sponsor
Molly Dubnow
20 S. Wacker Dr.

Chicago, IL 60606
molly.dubnow@cmegroup.com



u SSenCATON
ASSOCIATION

Convention Drink Tickets Sponsor

Spencer Chase

1701 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Ste. 400

Washington, DC 20006
schase@corn.org

/@ CORTEVA

agriscience

PLATINUM SPONSOR
Trade Talk Luncheon Sponsor
Lori Hallowell
151 N. 8th St.

Lincoln, NE 68508
Ihallowell@bader-rutter.com

CROPLAN |

SILVER SPONSOR
President’s Banquet Sponsor
Jill DeLucero
4001 Lexington Ave. N
Arden Hills, MN 55126
jdelucero@curiousplot.agency

CroplLife

A MERIC A

Working to Maximize Every Harvest

Broadcast Service Center
Snack Cart Sponsor
Anne Marie Pender
4201 Wilson Blvd.
Arlington, VA 22203
apender@croplifeamerica.org

6 Edge

Session Sponsor
Laura Hensley
2763 Manitowoc Rd., Ste. B
Green Bay, WI 54311
Ihensley@voiceofmilk.com

CONVENTION SPONSORS

™

BRONZE SPONSOR
Wednesday Evening Room Drop Sponsor
Doreen Muzzi
1070 Oliver Dr.

Indianapolis, IN 46222
dmuzzi@barkleyokrp.com

President’s Reception Sponsor
Ashley Bruner
500 Rutherford Ave.
Boston, MA 02129
Abruner@indigoag.com

<

¢

FARM
CREDIT

BRONZE SPONSOR
Social Media Corps Co-Sponsor
Morgan Anderson
50 F St. NW, Ste. 900
Washington, DC 20001
morgan.anderson@fccouncil.com

=D

¥ 1L FARMAKIS, INC.
\ Y 4

LOCAL MEDA THAT seOn DS FaSMERS

Lobby Entry Door Branding Sponsor
Bob Brunker
29 East Ave., Box 1250
New Canaan, CT 06840
bob@jlfarmakis.com

Firestone

BRONZE SPONSOR
One-on-One Professional Coaching
Sessions Sponsor
Nicole Smith
440 Wells St., #101
Delafield, W1 53018
nsmith@broadheadco.com
12
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CONVENTION SPONSORS

+MC

Trade Talk Co-Sponsor
Jill DeLucero
800 N. Washington Ave., Ste. 203
Minneapolis, MN 55401
jdelucero@curiousplot.agency

| A Ageieuural
| Seimnce Companmy

( F:HTIVA’.)

BRONZE SPONSOR
Hotel Vestibule Branding Sponsor
Sarah Ferguson
4001 Lexington Ave. N
Arden Hills, MN 55126
sferguson@landolakes.com

oA

9]0
.--'_L"-h

GDM

Lobby Coffee Bar Branding Sponsor
Amy Beck
N16W23233 Stone Ridge Dr., Ste. 100
Waukesha, WI 53188
abeck@morganmyers.com

A
e .
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“Harvest Starts Here.”
BRONZE SPONSOR

Social Media Corps Co-Sponsor &
Convention Program Sponsor
Marcus Squier
1525 E. North Street
Salina, KS 67401
marcus.squier@paulsen.ag

Ce=

ROOTED FAST. BOLD FUTURE.

BRONZE SPONSOR
Casino Night Sponsor
Sabrina Burkiewicz
1705 Towanda Ave.
Bloomington, IL 61701
sburkiewicz@growmark.com

(@

Growth Energy

NAFB Past Presidents’ Dinner Sponsor
Jacob Barron
14011 St. NW, Ste. 1220
Washington, DC 20005
jbarron@growthenergy.org

= ILLINDIS

<2 SOYBEAN

—
w ASSOCIATION

BRONZE SPONSOR
Foundation Auction Reception Co-Sponsor
Betsy Osman
1108 Trinity Ln.

Bloomington, IL 61704
betsy.osman@ilsoy.org

INTERMATIONAL o o

FRESH .~
PRODUCE

AZSOCIATION™

Programming Sponsor
Angela Tiwari
601 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Ste. 850
Washington, DC 20004
atiwari@freshproduce.com

JoHN DEERE
GOLD SPONSOR
Convention Registration, Convention Bags,
News Service Awards, and Foundation
Board Dinner Sponsor
Derik Morgan
10789 S. Ridgeview Rd.
Olathe, KS 66061
morganderikt@johndeere.com

AGROMOMIC SERVICES

Convention Lanyards Sponsor
Dorothy Tate
4111E.37thSt.N
Wichita, KS 67220
dorothy.tate@kochind.com




THE WORK
WE DO TODAY
BUILDS WHAT
COMES NEXT.

o'”)

Driving Long-term Pork Demand
Improving the Lives of Pigs and Our People

Stop by Booth 78 or email Kristin at /8 %
kzipperlen@porkiorg to schedule an interviews %

O’k(ff © 2026 National Pork Board, Des Moines, IA, USA.

OTT. This message funded by America’s Pork Producers and the Pork Checkoff.



CONVENTION SPONSORS

O
Midwest

Convention Programming Session Sponsor

Allison Stock
1420 Brenvei Dr.
Fergus Falls, MN 56537
allison@petersongrp.com

=

.-
=

——

MISSOURI
WINES
Night of Honors Wine Service Sponsor
Madison Moll
1616 Missouri Blvd.
Jefferson City, MO 65109
madison.moll@mda.mo.gov

mod
op

Event Photography Co-Sponsor
Leigh Ann Cleaver
1525 Locust St.
Kansas City, MO 64108
leighann.cleaver@modop.com

Hotel Guest Room Key Cards Sponsor
John Robinson
9110 E. Nichols Ave., Ste. 300
Centennial, CO 80112
jrobinson@beef.org

HATIDNAL
CORN BROWERS
ASSOCIATION

PLATINUM SPONSOR
Convention Welcome Reception Sponsor
Bryan Goodman
632 Cepi Dr.
Chesterfield, MO 63005
goodman@ncga.com
15

§NCIS

Mational Crop insurance Semices
Registration Giveaway Sponsor
Laurie Langstraat
8900 Indian Creek Parkway, Ste. 600
Overland Park, KS 66210
lauriel@ag-risk.org

NGFA

Convention Chronicles Sponsor
Paul Cummins
1400 Crystal Dr., Ste. 260
Arlington, VA 22202
communications@ngfa.org

Trade Talk Dessert Sponsor
Ryan Locke
11310 L Street NW, Ste. 375
Washington, DC 20005
rlocke@nopa.org

‘check"oﬂi
GOLD SPONSOR
Pre-Convention Mailing Sponsor
Kristin Zipperlen
1776 NW 114th St.

Clive, IA 50325
kzipperlen@pork.org

National
( Pork Producers
=™ Council.
Hotel Front Desk Branding Sponsor
Mikayla Dolch
10676 Justin Drive

Urbandale, IA 50322
dolchm@nppc.org



w

MNationwide’

New Member-First Timer Reception
Sponsor
Greg Ehm
14410 Hickory Dr.
Urbandale, IA 50323
gehm@morganmyers.com

NOVONesiS

BRONZE SPONSOR
Convention Programming Session Sponsor
Michele Egan
9015 W. Maple St.

Milwaukee, WI 53214
mieg@novonesis.com

nutrien

BRONZE SPONSOR
Ballroom Level Benches Sponsor
Michelle Mcintyre
140 Quarry Park Blvd., Ste. 130
Calgary, AB T2C3G3
michelle.mcintyre@adfarm.com

rlutrien

Ag Solutions®

BRONZE SPONSOR
Early Bird Registration and Health
Screenings & Flu Shots Sponsor
Katelyn Maass
3005 Rocky Mountain Ave.
Loveland, CO 80538
katelyn.maass@nutrien.com

PRULSEN
Moving Hural America
Event Photography Co-Sponsor
Jane Harms
3510S. First Ave. Cir.
Sioux Falls, SD 57105
jane.harms@paulsen.agency

RHIZOSORP

BRONZE SPONSOR
Night of Honors Banquet Wine Service Sponsor
Julia Andrus
101 Innovation Blvd., Ste. 206
State College, PA 16803
jandrus@phosphosolutions.com

CONVENTION SPONSORS
4y PIVOT BIO

BRONZE SPONSOR
Thursday Afternoon Refreshment Break Sponsor
Erin Loesing
639 Lambert Pointe
Hazelwood, MO 63042
eloesing@pivotbio.com

FAOET

Wednesday Programming Session Sponsor
Erin Branick
4615 N. Lewis Ave.
Sioux Falls, SD 57104
erin.branick@poet.com

I‘l’

PRACTICAL

FARMERS
of fowe

BRONZE SPONSOR
Mezzanine Level Projector Wall Sponsor
Elizabeth Wilhelm
1615 Golden Aspen Dr., Ste. 101
Ames, |IA 50010
elizabeth.wilhelm@practicalfarmers.org

@ propane

Foundation Auction Reception Co-Sponsor
Michael Newland
200 S. 10th St., 10th Floor, Ste. 1075
Richmond, VA 23219
michael.newland@propane.com

WPTx

Workhorse Achievement Award Sponsor
Rebecca Hopkins
10368 Westmoor Dr.
Westminster, CO 80020
rebecca.hopkins@ptxtrimble.com
PUﬁ'
RINA
BRONZE SPONSOR
Door Hangers Sponsor
Sarah Ferguson
4001 Lexington Ave. N
Arden Hills, MN 55126

sferguson@landolakes.com
16



CONVENTION SPONSORS
ﬁ R c l S & company of @ TURICH

BRONZE SPONSOR
Hotel Check-In Giveaway Sponsor
Carlee Aldrich
807 Broadway St. NE, Ste. 240
Minneapolis, MN 55413
caldrich@clutchperformance.com

ReachAg

Night of Honors Reception and
Live Music Sponsor
7226 70th Ave.
Indianola, IA 50125
jcaldwell@stratovationgroup.com

(o""-: Eenewal.ple
7= kEnergy karmers
% of America
BRONZE SPONSOR
Night of Honors Banquet Dessert Sponsor
800 Roosevelt Rd., Ste. 312-C
Glen Ellyn, IL60137
julie.warner@adfarm.com

/ III‘EHEWAE!H
ASEOCiATION
Welcome Banner and Convention
Coffee Cart Sponsor
Ken Colombini
16024 Manchester Rd., Ste. 101
Ellisville, MO 63011

kcolombini@ethanolrfa.org

SUMITOMO
BIORATIONAL

Farm Broadcaster Contests
and Critiques Sponsor
Emily Stoutenborough
1910 Innovation Way, Ste. 100
Libertyville, IL 60048
emily.stoutenborough@valentbiosciences.com

[
syngenta.
PLATINUM SPONSOR
Awards Luncheon, Farm Broadcaster of
the Year, Horizon Award Sponsor
Kathy Eichlin
410S. Swing Rd.
Greensboro, NC 27409
kathy.eichlin@syngenta.com
17

4| ™E
' ‘ FERTILIZER
l INSTITUTE
BRONZE SPONSOR
Convention Programming Session Sponsor
Chris Glen
4201 Wilson Blvd., Ste. 700
Arlington, VA 22203
cglen@tfi.org

S0Y
CHECKOFF"

SILVER SPONSOR
Hall of Fame & Schedule At-a-Glance Sponsor
Lisa Childs
16305 Swingley Ridge Rd., Ste. 150
Chesterfield, MO 63017
Ichilds@unitedsoybean.org

&

U5, CESTOM HARVESTERS, MG,
Hotel Guest Room Wireless Internet
Provider Co-Sponsor
Mandi Sieren
P.O. Box 97
Sylvia, KS 67581
office@uschi.com

vive

d

Portrait Photography Sponsor
Emily Roden
6275 Northam Dr., Unit 1
Mississauga, ON L4V 1Y8
eroden@vivecrop.com

Zoetis

BRONZE SPONSOR
Wednesday Evening Room Drop Sponsor
Lori Maude
1433 N. Water St., Ste. 100
Milwaukee, WI 53203
Imaude@bader-rutter.com



together
we rise

Feeding the world takes teamwork. It takes all of us — growers,
retailers, agronomists, scientists — working with one another to
achieve our shared goal. While our routines may look a little different,
we all take to our work with dedication and grit, ready to face any
obstacle that comes our way. Because through it all, we achieve more I
together than we do apart. Together, we’re stronger. Together, we rise.

See what we can do together at syngenta-us.com

syngenta.

All photos are either the property of Syngenta or are used with permission.
© 2026 Syngenta. The Syngenta logo is a trademark of a Syngenta Group Company.



2026 SPEAKERS

GREG BROPHY

Farmer
Renewable Energy Farmers of America

Greg Brophy is a political activist and fourth generation family farmer
from Wray. He served nine years in the Colorado State Senate and
three years in the Colorado House. Greg also spent a year as chief of

; staff in the U.S. House of Representatives. He is on the board of the
Renewable Energy Farmers of America as well as serving as the Colorado director for The
Western Way. Greg grows corn, wheat, watermelons and beef cattle in northeast Colorado.
Greg is especially adept at organizing rural, center-right and activist conservatives. He and
Angela have been married for 35 years. They have three kids and five grandchildren.

MIKE CASTLE

Senior Commodities Economist
StoneX

With a farm background in central Missouri, Mike spent the first
five years of his career trading cash grain and managing elevators
across the U.S., building hands-on industry experience and market

TN insight. Afterjomlng StoneX in 2021, he transitioned into fertilizer,
combining gram market knowledge with agricultural fundamentals to strengthen the
firm’s consultancy offering. Today, as senior commodities economist, he brings those
experiences together across a broader commodity focus. Mike graduated summa cum
laude from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln with an M.S. in agricultural economics
and a minor in business analytics, pairing analytical training with practical agricultural
market expertise.

CURT COVINGTON

Senior Director, Institution Credit and Manager, Special Assets
AgAmerica Lending

Curt Covington is a senior director with AgAmerica Lending. He
joined the team in March 2020. Curt earned a B.S. in finance at the
University of Southern California and an M.B.A. in agribusiness at
Santa Clara University. Curt began his career in agricultural banking
in 1979. Pr|or to AgAmerica, he was the executive vice president and chief credit officer
of Farmer Mac. Before that, Curt held the senior vice president position at Bank of the
West for nearly 12 years. He was an adjunct professor at California State University,
Fresno’s School of Agricultural Economics, where he taught ag finance and ag accounting
for 26 years. Curt is also the owner and operator of The Agricultural Lending Institute
headquartered in Fresno, California.

Throughout his professional career, Curt has held a variety of positions in agricultural
organizations and has been a keynote speaker for various ag conferences for more than

40 years. He is a board member for Porterville Citrus, Inc., the largest citrus packer and
shipper for Sunkist Growers. He was the former chairman of both the American Bankers
Association, Ag and Rural Banking Committee as well as the Risk Management Associates
Ag Credit Roundtable. Curt’s agricultural roots run deep as he grew up farming in California
and was a member of Future Farmers of America. Today, as senior director at AgAmerica
Lending, Curt is responsible for managing a company-wide portfolio of non-performing
assets to resolution.

19



2026 SPEAKERS

MIKE DEERING

Executive Vice President
Missouri Cattlemen’s Association

Mike Deering is the executive vice president of the Missouri
Cattlemen’s Association. Formed in 1911, MCA is the oldest and
largest organization in the state solely representing the interests of
Missouri’s cattlemen and cattlewomen.

) o

Originally from Savannah, Mo., Deering took the lead of MCA in 2012 after spending nearly
a decade in Washington, D.C. Prior to returning to Missouri, Deering was the head of policy
communications for the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association and formerly worked for the
U.S. Grains Council and American Farm Bureau Federation.

MCA is based in Columbia, Missouri, and Deering resides in Montgomery City, Missouri,
where he raises beef cattle and sheep with his wife, Julie, and three kids.

AARON EDWARDS

Co-Founder
Santos Springs LLC

Co-founder of Santos Springs, Aaron Edwards has spent his career
between production agriculture and grain marketing in both the U.S.A.
and Brazil. He has work experience in farm and ranch management,
cooperatives management, market research, brokerage and consulting.

From internships at the CBOT and origination desks in Brazil to earning a master’s in
agricultural economics from Purdue University, Aaron has spent the last 20 years
interacting with the corn and soybean markets from a wide range of vantage points.
This experience gives him a unique ability to separate the signal from the noise, helping
farmers make solid, confident decisions.

GREG EHM

Senior Vice President of Agriculture
MorganMyers, a G&S Agency

Greg Ehm is a senior marketing and communications leader with

more than 30 years of experience in agriculture, animal health,
nutrition, and ag technology. As senior vice president at MorganMyers,
a G&S Agency, he leads client growth, strategic planning, and business
development while helping organizations strengthen their brands and market position.
Throughout his career, Greg has partnered with leading companies including AGCO, Cargill,
Elanco, Diamond V, and Vermeer to develop go-to-market strategies, market research
programs, thought leadership initiatives, and integrated communications campaigns. He

is known for translating complex challenges into clear strategies that deliver measurable
business results.

20



2026 SPEAKERS

DELANEY HOWELL-GROTH

President
Agricultural News Daily

Delaney Howell is an entrepreneur, farm broadcaster, and rural
business advocate working at the intersection of agriculture, media,
and community development. Delaney and her husband own and
operate five businesses spanning media, marketing, agriculture,
and real estate.

GARRETT JANSSEN

Managing Partner
Forward Group

Garrett Janssen is a managing partner at Forward Group, a marketing
research provider, and has spent his career helping agricultural
companies navigate an evolving industry. He remains actively engaged
in his family’s corn, soybean, and beef cattle operation, giving him
ﬁrsthand experlence with the decmons and challenges producers face every day. This
combination of industry expertise and on-farm involvement helps Garrett build stronger
connections with clients, understand agriculture from multiple perspectives, and deliver
insights grounded in real-world experience.

DANIEL NIBARGER

Strategic Negotiator | Former U.S. Diplomat | Global Partnerships Leader
Google

Daniel Nibarger is a strategic negotiator at Google, where he

leads high-stakes partnerships critical to the company’s data center

development and global energy infrastructure. A specialist in forging
- complex cross-sector alliances, Daniel has a proven track record of

engagmg senior stakeholders across Fortune 100 corporations, foreign governments,

and U.S. federal agencies to drive large-scale strategic initiatives.

Before joining the technology sector, Daniel served with distinction as an Economic and
Commercial Officer for the U.S. Department of State. Throughout his tenure, he managed
diverse interagency portfolios encompassing agriculture, energy security, sanctions, and
defense trade. Notably, as the embassy lead for Artificial Intelligence, he spearheaded
negotiations with the Moroccan government that were instrumental in the historic,
unanimous adoption of the first-ever United Nations global resolution on Al.

Daniel holds a Master of Operational Science in strategic studies from the U.S. Army
Command and General Staff College, along with a Master of Arts and a Bachelor of
Science in economics from Kansas State University. He has also earned certifications
in Al applications and fundamentals from UPenn’s Wharton School.
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2026 SPEAKERS

BRAD RIPPEY

Chief Meteorologist
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Office of the Chief Economist

Brad Rippey, chief meteorologist in USDA’s Office of the Chief
Economist, is the managing editor of the Weekly Weather and

Crop Bulletin and an original member of the authorship team for

the weekly U.S. Drought Monitor and the monthly North American
Drought Monitor. Mr. Rippey provides operational agrometeorological intelligence for
North America in support of USDA’s World Agricultural Supply and Demand Estimates.
He also facilitates long-standing partnerships between USDA and other federal and
academic groups, including the National Integrated Drought Information System (NIDIS),
the Interagency Council for Advancing Meteorological Services (ICAMS), and the National
Drought Mitigation Center (NDMC). Prior to joining the U.S. Department of Agriculture in
1998, Mr. Rippey worked for 10 years at the U.S. Department of Commerce.

JOE SCHUELE

Senior Vice President of Communications
U.S. Meat Export Federation

Joe Schuele is senior vice president of communications for the

U.S. Meat Export Federation (USMEF), where he oversees daily

communications with exporter members, producer communications
. and media relations. He joined USMEF in 2008 after holding similar

respon5|b|I|t|es W|th the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association. Schuele is a native of

central Nebraska, where he grew up on a diversified farming and livestock operation.

He has a master’s degree in economics from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.

KC SHEPERD

Director of Farm and Ranch Programming
Radio Oklahoma Ag Network

KC Sheperd is farm director for the Radio Oklahoma Ag Network
and OklahomaFarmReport.com, where she covers the people,
policies and issues shaping Oklahoma agriculture. A longtime

- agricultural broadcaster and radio personality, KC grew up in
western Oklahoma on her family’s wheat and cattle operation and brings both a
journalist’s perspective and firsthand agricultural experience to her work. She is
passionate about telling the stories of Oklahoma farmers and ranchers, supporting
agricultural youth, and keeping rural Oklahoma informed. KC lives in Edmond with her
husband, Jordan, and their twin daughters.




2026 SPEAKERS

JENNIFER TIREY

Executive Director
Illinois Pork Producers Association

Jennifer Tirey, a Southern lllinois native, earned her B.A. in political
science from Eastern lllinois University. She began her career in lllinois
state government and went on to serve in leadership roles with the
Illinois House of Representatives, Illinois Department of Central
Management Services, and Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum. In 2011,
she joined the lllinois Department of Agriculture as bureau chief of marketing and
promotions. Tirey became executive director of the lllinois Pork Producers Association

in 2015, where she leads advocacy, public outreach, consumer education, and producer
engagement efforts. Outside of work, she enjoys running, teaching yoga, and spending
time with her husband, Kevin, their two children, and their goldendoodles.

JOBY YOUNG

Executive Vice President
American Farm Bureau Federation

Joby Young serves as the executive vice president of the American
Farm Bureau Federation. He leads the AFBF staff, managing across all
departments to achieve the goals of the president and board of
directors and fulfill AFBF’s mission.

Joby has more than 15 years of experience in food and agriculture policy, which includes
leadership positions in the halls of Congress and the executive branch. He served as chief
of staff to U.S. Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue after serving in that same role for the
deputy secretary and several USDA offices. He also previously served as chief of staff in
the House of Representatives and as a consultant in the private sector.

Joby is a graduate of the University of Georgia, with degrees in history and communications,
and he holds a law degree from the UGA School of Law. He is also a civil affairs officer in the
U.S. Army Reserve.
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Your Next Story
Starts Here.

Lewis Wenell Tony Wisker
Territory Manager, Vice President of Sales,
Great Plains Ag Great Plains Ag

Conduct in-person interviews with Great Plains Ag
leaders on a wide range of topics, including:

= 50 Years of Great Plains: Innovating ag solutions since 1976
= A system-based approach to vertical tillage

Defining true vertical tillage

Common tillage misconceptions

The future of tillage pracrices

= A soil health message rooted in productivity:
"Harvest Starts Here.”

= Our review of current trends in production agriculture:
Cover crops
Input efficiency
Technology

= Market outlook: How do commodity prices impact
on-farm decisions?

VISIT US AT BOOTH #8

A
Gred€Plains

“Harvest Starts Here.”

GreatPlainsAg.com

£ S Pl kify



. The Pulse Of

As a dedicated farm broadcaster, you have your finger
squarely on the pulse of American agriculture. So do we.
For over 50 years, Great Plains has listened to the needs
of our nation's producers, equipping them to care
for their land, boost productivity, and establish a legacy
for future generations.

Visit us at Booth #8

to learn about the innovative
seeding and soil management
solutions we're proud to provide.

Gre{{ﬂams

Harvest Starts Here, "

GreatPlainsAg.com
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