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5/8/2003

Parents/Guardians:
Chad and Amy Zajkowski
4111 Herdmans Circle
Maumee, OH 43537
419-367-5147
bg79@bex.net

Background:

Suburban upbringing. Agriculture skipped a generation in my family, but | spent most of my life working on farms,
greenhouses, and running a landscaping business.

Farm Type: Small vegetable smalls, and tomato greenhouses

Have you received an NAFB Foundation Scholarship in the past? Yes (2024)

College/University: Cornell University

Academic Classification: Bachelors degree

Vocation/Major: Agriculture Science, concentration in policy analysis, minors in horticulture and public policy
Expected Graduation: 5/20/2026

GPA: 3.52

GPA Score: 10

Tuition & Expenses: $71000
Expenses Include: Tuition, housing

Financial Support:

National ELKS Foundation 1000

Turf and Ornamental Communicators Association 2000
Cornell Tradition Fellowship 2000

Total Scholarship/Financial Support: $5,000
Financial Needs Score: 13

Describe your plans and career goals upon graduation.
After graduating with my agricultural science degree from Cornell University, | aim to continue covering news, whether
in the American agriculture industry or the global food system.

I enjoy writing, investigating events and situations, and using digital media to communicate the advancement and
progress of the agri-food sector. | would particularly enjoy covering agriculture policy in Washington, D.C., and being a
part of a TV broadcast team. Many sectors in agriculture have yet to tell their stories to the fullest capacity - through
storytelling and science communication. Accurate and balanced news coverage is needed now more than ever as First
Amendment rights and journalism are under attack around the world.

In the last year, | have covered international stories while living abroad and have found a great need and opportunity for
reporting on global trade, politics, and agriculture as our current trade partners are shifting. If an opportunity to work
and write abroad arose, like | did for half a year in 2025, | would consider this path, continuing to freelance. There are



many components of learning that | hope to incorporate into my career: media marketing, foreign languages,
storytelling, and increasing access to public media. Agriculture is the perfect market to achieve these goals.

One day, | hope to return to a farm of my own, putting years of knowledge and advocacy into practice. Until then, my
goal is to equip the food system with the knowledge and news needed to transform it.

Describe what activities have been most meaningful to your personal development.
Several activities recently have been most meaningful to my personal development.

Immersing myself in international agriculture, | believe, was a crucial step in truly understanding our food system. Farm
broadcasters’ audiences are American farmers, yes - but our work should also be about understanding the movers and
shakers around the world. If agriculture says, “we feed the world,” let’s report on the world. From January to July of this
year, | lived in Europe for a semester of school in Vienna, Austria, and also spent a few months traveling to over 12
countries to speak. [ spent that time with farmers, shippers, rural residents, and government officials. Some interesting
environments | found myself in included the halls of the European Parliament in Brussels, joining foreign press groups,
befriending journalists from 20-plus countries, asking hard questions, and hearing about the positive and consequential
decisions made in the U.S. and their impact abroad.

Freelancing as a journalist has been an extremely valuable experience to learn about the news and publishing industry.
From different writing styles to pitching processes, it continues to challenge me professionally, working in a competitive,
creative world. Since finishing my Agri-Pulse internship in Washington, D.C. last summer, | have been able to take
political reporting and general feature writing to other publications across the country. It has given me the flexibility to
cover stories that interest me and to pursue a life of adventure that invoives writing about those experiences. In Ohio, |
write for Ohio Country Journal, The Springfield Hub, The Toledo Blade, and Farm & Dairy. Nationally, | highlight topics |
think deserve more attention in AgDaily and Agri-Pulse. Internationally, my work can be found in Melk de Langs, a
Netherlands dairy magazine.

This year, | started a blog on Substack, an opportunity to continue reporting and writing opinion pieces on issues | think
are important in the world. The page, called Glasshaus, is all about the heat of politics, life under glass, and the shared
economy of people and nature - food and agriculture. From travel to food, news to opinion, | connect with people who
want to hear my thoughts. One day, | hope a writing platform like this could grow into a real publication. Daily writing
has been valuable in improving my skill.

School is a privilege for me. | always find it fascinating how the most eager learners and seasoned thought leaders meet
in the middle - in the form of a classroom. My education has provided flexibility to follow my dream and an avenue to
pursue almost every idea that has popped into my head. Admittedly, | took many risks to pursue new paths that had
never been achieved at my educational institution, but change requires pathfinders. Industry conferences during school
semesters have been a successful part of my career, especially NAFB. Because | work and study agricultural
communications in the Northeast quite independently, it has been extremely valuable for me to connect with
communicators in Kansas City.

How did you learn about the NAFB Foundation Scholarship?
1 have been a member of NAFB for three years, and have been a previous internship and scholarship recipient at
convention.



JAKE ZAJKOWSKI
(419)-779-3678 | jzajko77@gmail.com | Maumee, Ohio |

PROFESSIONAL SUMMARY

A driven communicator with experience in news journalism, food systems communication, agricultural media marketing,
video editing, and media strategy. Passionate about rural communities, agriculture, and the future of our food plate.

EDUCATION

Cornell University, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences

Bachelor of Agriculture Science. Minors: Public Policy; Horticulture
Proficient: AP style writing, Adobe lightroom, audition, and premiere pro.

EXPERIENCE

International Freelance Journalist September 2024 — present
s Contributor to AgDaily, Agri-Pulse Communications, Ohio Country Journal, Farm & Dairy, Toledo Blade.
s Reports on environmental and Great Lakes issues in Ohio, national food policy, and international trade and labor.
e Public relations management for clients: Cornell Turfgrass Program, Cornell Global Development, New York
Youth Institute, and Cornell Cooperative Extension Tompkins County (CCE).

Communications Assistant
Cornell Food Systems and Global Change || Tthaca, New York September 2023 — September 2024
s  Wrote articles and produced long form video content on economic and predictive food system models.
e Managed content creation efforts of grant-based projects: EAT LANCET 2.0 Commission, IPBES Nexus
Assessment, Wild Futures, and True Cost of Food projects.

Editorial Intern
Agri-Pulse Communications || Washington D.C. May — September 2024
e  Wrote articles for a weekly newsletter and contributed to daily breaking news coverage on agriculture,
environment, and food policy developments on Capitol Hill.
e Hosted segments on Agri-Pulse’s TV show Newsmakers and the podcast Drivetime.

International Dialogues Intern

World Food Prize Foundation || Des Moines, lowa August — December 2023
e Prepared logistics and web content for dignitary and stakeholder experiences in North America.
e Managed relationships at Borlaug Dialogues with private sector food and science investors.
e Developed copy write for food security conference sessions and international food aid events.

Farm Broadcaster and Field Reporter

Ohio Country Journal & Ohio Ag Net || Columbus, Ohio December — August 2023
*  Wrote news articles and media packages on international trade, farm bill negotiations and conservation.
e Recorded and produced commodity market analysis reports for nationwide radio broadcast.

ENGAGEMENT

State President

Ohio FFA Association/ Ohio Department of Education || Columbus, Ohio 2021 — 2022
e  Wrote and facilitated leadership development curriculum/keynotes for audiences of 20-11,000.
e Managed leadership team to 600+ educators, 28,000 students and 300+ foundation sponsors.

Director of Operations

StartHuddle || Toledo, Ohio 2019 - 2022
e Maintained relationships by managing activity for boards, advisory committees and private partners.
e Expanded Toledo partnerships with 4+ corporate sponsors and 6+ education consulting companies.
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‘ Coilege of Agricuiture and Life Sciences
135 Plant Science Building

C L s School of integrative Plant Science Ithaca, NY 14853
A 607-255-8659

cals.cornell.edu

Scholarship Committee

National Association of Farm Broadcasters
1100 Platte Falls Road P.O. Box 500

Platte City, MO 64079

Greetings:

I'm writing in support of Jake Zajkowski’s application for the National Association of Farm Broadcasters 2025
scholarship.

I was first introduced to Jake last year by Dr. Frank Rossi, our turf specialist and director of Cornell’s
undergraduate Agricultural Sciences Major. Frank recruited Jake to write the article i
Sciences Major celebrates student leadership that I posted in our College of Agriculture and Life
Sciences news feed just ahead of our May 2024 festivities. I'll admit that I was skeptical that an
undergrad could pull this off on a tight deadline. But Jake's copy was impressively clean and his project
management skills are unusual for someone at this stage of their career.

Late last year, Jake was back in touch to loop me in on plans that he was working on with Frank and staff
to take their turf outreach, extension programming, and agriculture science academic program
marketing up a notch. Frank has always been an energetic and enthusiastic communicator, and an
early adopter of audio podcasts, vlogs, and regular webinars with the advent of the pandemic. Jake
has amplified his vision to a level noticed across the industry, even being recognized by the Turf and
Ornamental agriculture communicator group.

Jake has stepped up this year to coordinate a media outreach campaign that does justice to Rossi’s
message and methods. He details those plans in this recently published article, Cornell Turfgrass

Program launches new media resources as spring approaches

I also turned over the keys to the Cornell Turfgrass Program website and audio broadcasting so
that he could coordinate this spring’s media push with our existing online resources, 1 look
forward to seeing how Jake’s efforts increase our extension program’s reach and effectiveness.

What has impressed me most about working with Jake is that he has formulated a clear vision of
how our communication and broadcast strategy could be improved, has worked closely with staff
to gain their trust and support, and looped me in as needed. But he has done this work with a level
of independence and creative craft that is very admirable.

It's my pleasure to recommend him for the NAFB Scholarship for his work in agriculture and turfgrass
communications—two sides of the same coin in the green industry.

O —

Craig D. Cramer
Communications Specialist

cde25@cornell.edu



Dear Scholarship Committee,

I’m writing to recommend Jacob Zajkowski for an NAFB scholarship.

My name is Andrew Huneke. | am the producer of Agri-Pulse Newsmakers, Agri-Pulse’s
weekly television show focused on ag policy. Prior to that, | spent nearly 10 years in the
news industry producing daily newscasts in Baltimore and Washington D.C.

| worked with Jake last summer while he was our intern. During his time with us, he played
a key role in our weekly coverage of agricultural happenings in Washington D.C., whether
that be attending hearings, or writing articles for our weekly newsletter.

One that stood out was the research he did for our annual CEO compensation report,
where Jake had to go through nearly one-thousand IRS reports and find information on
salaries for CEOs in ag and food organizations. It is one of our most viewed reports on a
yearly basis and Jake took responsibility for last year’s report.

Jake also spent time with me with our weekly Newsmakers show and featured in some of
our shows during his time as an intern. i noticed he was well prepared, open to feedback
and willing to work hard to put out a good product. He spent time in radio so doing
television reads was something new to him, but he continued to show improvement and a
willingness to help me put out a good final product on a weekly basis, which | was thankful
for.

If you decide to award Jake with a scholarship, | have no doubt he will turn out to be a
professional and well-rounded communication leader for the ag industry moving forward.
I’ve spent quite a lot of time seeing young people begin their professional careers in the
media and broadcast industries, particularly from my time in a newsroom, and Jake is right
up there with the ones who are very passionate about their work and willing to work hard.

I’d be happy to provide more information on my time working with Jake if necessary.

Sincerely,
Anctrecr Hoake

Andrew Huneke

Producer, Agri-Pulse Newsmakers



College of Agriculture & Life Sciences

Jeffrey Perry, PhD
. . Senior Lecturer, Education & Extension
Cornell University. Global Development
B70 Mann Library
Ithaca, New York 14853
607.220.6139

Jap2a5@commell.edu

May 10, 2025

NAFB Foundation

Dear Review Committee Members:

I am writing to strongly recommend Jake Zajkowski for his outstanding work in agricultural
broadcasting and communications. Jake has demonstrated exceptional talent in journalism and research,
making him uniquely positioned to educate others about the industry.

In my role, 1 support students pursuing careers in agricultural leadership, communications, and
education. Jake stands out for his sharp analytical skills and strong research foundation, which have
allowed him to thrive in his work with Cornell CALS. This semester, he has successfully balanced
academic coursework with freelance reporting on agricultural trade and U.S. farm policy.

Jake has taken a thoughtful, well-rounded approach to his education. After gaining hands-on experience

through his Agricultural Science degree, he pursued additional studies in economics and public policy to
better understand how farm policy shapes the lives of farmers, food producers, and the environment. He

brings a global perspective to his work, having built professional relationships with international leaders
at food security conferences, policymakers on Capitol Hill, and most importantly farmers.

Jake has an innate ability to identify what matters to his audience and translate complex issues into
accessible, compelling storytelling. I am confident he will continue to grow as a communicator and
leader in agriculture. Jake’s strengths lie in his leadership, integrity, and ability to manage complex
projects with clarity and purpose. This scholarship would further support his contributions to the
agriculture industry and amplify the voices of farmers and food producers. Thank you for your
consideration of Jake Zajkowski for this award.

Sincerely,

._.%“'j"llg- 'nl.':/l_”l Q Q}.' S .x.-“-‘
AR )

Jeffrey A. Perry



