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COWBOY BOOTS AT THE CAPITOL — As Emily Buck (RFD‐TV, Washington, D.C.) went for a walk
around the National Mall and stood under the Washington Monument, it hit her just how
blessed she is to be here.
“I’ve hit the ground running in my cowboy boots, and hopefully I can do the job proud as
Washington News Bureau Chief for RFD‐TV.

“When I was an FFA state officer, I spent much of my time travelling the state. At each event, I
would standup in front of the crowd and say, ‘I’m Emily Buck from the Wilson Central FFA
Chapter in Lebanon, Tennessee. I attend the University of Tennessee, where I study animal
science, and I hope to pursue a career in functional genomics with a focus in
ruminant nutrition.’
“Sitting in my college genetics class two years later, I realized it wasn’t the career for me. That
spring, I took the semester off to be an intern in Washington, D.C., with the National
Cattlemen’s Beef Association. I followed it up with another public policy internship with
Tennessee Farm Bureau. The fast‐paced world of politics sucked me in and inspired my
career path.
“After graduation, I was hired as a field representative for Congresswoman Diane Black. I
worked with schools, hospitals, businesses, and state legislators in eight of her 19 counties. The
job gave me the chance to work with local ag groups on grassroots policy for farmers and
ranchers. As much as I loved my boss and our work in the district, the political life was
exhausting. Everyone wanted something, and no one was ever happy. Okay, maybe that’s a bit
of an exaggeration, but I knew I wanted something different for my life.”
In 2017, RFD‐TV had an opening for its markets
producer, so Buck applied, interviewed, and
accepted an employment offer.
“They were willing to take a chance on a farm girl
who knew a lot about agriculture and almost
nothing about broadcast television. In time, I
learned enough to write news stories and took on
the responsibility of producing FFA Today. Many of
my friends were FFA advisors and would reach out
to me with incredible stories, so I asked our RFD‐TV
videographers to teach me a thing or two. Armed
with a camera, a tripod, and a mic, I started
reporting FFA stories for the show,” she said.
“In August, the position of Washington News
Bureau Chief for RFD‐TV opened, and I jumped at
the chance to return to my passion for ag policy.
Now, I spend my days covering Congressional
hearings, interviewing lawmakers about new
legislation, and crafting election coverage on‐air
and online.
“Moving to a new city in the middle of a pandemic has been quite the adventure, but I wouldn’t
have it any other way. I hope the world will return to normal soon, so I can return to in‐person
interviews; but in the meantime, we all are becoming professionals at video calls.

“At the end of the day, whether it is an in‐person or virtual story, the job of a farm broadcaster
has never been more important than it is today. Farmers need to know the hard‐hitting news of
the day, consumers need to know about how their food is produced, and we all need a
heartwarming story from the heartland to remind us that there is joy even in the middle of a
global crisis.”

FROM THE HEARTLAND TO MUSIC CITY — Jesse Allen
(Jesse Stewart to those who have known him the last
seven years) resigned in August from KGLO‐AM 1300
and 93.9 KIA FM (Mason City, Iowa) to move to
Nashville, Tennessee.
It is a journey that wasn’t anticipated to make the big
leap move to Nashville in pursuit of becoming a
country artist and furthering his already accomplished
songwriting career. He was born, raised, and started
his ag broadcasting career in the state of Iowa.
“I knew though that I couldn’t fully leave behind farm
broadcasting. Some seven years ago, I came out of
college with no idea what I was getting into. I went for
journalism and ended up a farm broadcaster, and
later, country radio. It definitely is not doing
something I expected to be doing, much less
continuing on my own seven years later,” Allen said.
But, continuing on‐his‐own is exactly what Allen
is doing.
“Serving the agriculture community as a trusted broadcaster is something I’ve grown to love
and am passionate about. I needed to find a way to continue broadcasting, and that’s when the
idea for Market Talk came about.”
Market Talk is a weekday podcast, hosted by Allen, available on all major platforms including
Apple Podcasts, Spotify, iHeart Radio, and more as well as video podcasts on YouTube,
Facebook, and via the show’s website at www.markettalkag.com. It features interviews and
analysis from brokers, commodity traders, and more to help farmers market their crops.
“It is the same type of information I was giving on the radio, but now it’s to a much larger
audience, and it’s focused solely on marketing advice. Although, there will be some special
interviews and features from time to time.”
The new podcast launches this month, and Allen is excited for the opportunity.

“I’ve always wanted to take my broadcasting career to another level, and I think with the rise of
podcasting, this is a perfect way for me to do just that. Plus, I’m not tied down to a traditional
studio, so it allows me the ability to travel and do shows from other parts of the country,” he
said. The Market Talk podcast is recorded each weekday after the markets close and uploaded
on several platforms. Follow the Market Talk podcast social media on Twitter, Facebook,
Instagram, and YouTube. For more information, or to listen to or view previous days’ podcasts,
visit www.markettalkag.com.
You can contact Jesse Allen by e‐mailing
jesse@markettalkag.com or via phone
at 641/430‐9212.
“I’m very excited for this opportunity, and
I think farmers, ag professionals, and
more will really enjoy the content we’re
going to provide,” Allen said.

WGFA/WIBK TO CELEBRATE 60TH
ANNIVERSARY – Stacey Smith (Management
& Sales Council member, Watseka, Illinois)
reports that WGFA and WIBK will proudly
celebrate their 60th anniversary in 2021.
“My father, Dick Martin, who was the
former Voice of the Fighting Illini, put the
stations on air in 1961 with partners who
were later bought out. In the early years,
Dad contributed to news with actualities
including the train derailment in Crescent
City, Illinois, and calling various high school
games. By the mid ’70s, Dad became the
Voice of the Fighting Illini and would
broadcast Illini football on the radio network
and Illini basketball on television.
“My mother, Maggie Martin, came into the business in 1989. She made several improvements
that proved to be successful. She was ahead of her time with her uncanny ability to juggle risk
with appropriate investment
and eventually took the
stations to a higher
technological advancement
and, overall, to a new level. My
mom passed away two years
ago, and my dad passed away
this March. Even though my
parents didn’t get a chance to
see the new studios, I know
they are very proud of the
stations and the relocation to
Downtown Watseka.
“The WGFA and WIBK studios
have been located under our
towers since 1961. However,
Iroquois County has suffered numerous floods over the years that eventually put a damper on
our ability to provide service to our Illiana listeners. During several of these floods, which
appeared to become more severe each time, we were fortunate to have our area fire
departments available to boat us to and from the radio station in order to keep us on‐air. The
last major flood in February 2018 had floodwaters enter the building while staff were trying to
keep the stations on‐air. The studio location could no longer prove to be safe during a flood.
Plans for a move became a top priority.
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“The move wasn’t as easy or clear‐cut as we hoped. We dealt with the usual unexpected and
unforeseen situations with such a major project as moving an entire radio station. But then you
add COVID‐19 and now you’re in a whole new ballgame. Having to wait on major equipment
and parts that were being shipped from China and maintaining safety from COVID‐19 for my
staff, listeners, and clients was an obstacle, but we all survived.
“We are now proudly located in Downtown Watseka at 130 E. Walnut Street. This
location provides us with more of a presence to Illiana, and we aren’t hidden in the country
where cows, wild turkeys, and corn were our direct neighbors; although, we all admit that we
truly miss the peacefulness and beauty that surrounded us at our old location. Today, we are
enjoying our brand‐new studios, our new neighbors, and all the perks of being in Downtown
Watseka while continuing to serve the Illiana region with WGFA (50k watt FM signal) and WIBK
(AM and FM translator). We’re optimistic about the fourth quarter and are looking forward to
a fantastic and successful 2021.”

NEW STATION FEATURES FABULOUS FARM BABE — The doors have swung open on Madison’s
newest radio station, The Farm, 1550AM, and 97.7FM.
“This is a destination for those who are farmers, farm advocates, or people who just love
spending the day outdoors,” said Randy Hawke, operations manager for Mid‐West Family
Madison. “We all know farming isn’t a job, it’s a lifestyle; and this is the soundtrack.”
Not only will the music be filled with country favorites and the best tunes for the bonfire, but it
will also feature one of the biggest names in agriculture in Wisconsin: the Fabulous Farm Babe,
Pam Jahnke.
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For more than 30 years, Jahnke has lived in and reported on the world of agriculture to people
across Wisconsin. Now Jahnke, along with Josh Scramlin from the Mid‐West Farm Report, have
a chance for expanded coverage and late breaking farm news 24 hours a day.
“Today, more than ever, people care about who’s producing their food,” Jahnke said. “The
Farm will let us share that story across many platforms 24/7. It has been a ton of work for me
and my assistant but very rewarding to get the audience reaction and the staff reaction
internally,” Jahnke said.

Mid‐West Family Madison is a locally owned Madison‐based company started by William E.
Walker in 1929. Currently, Mid‐West Family Madison consists of eight radio markets and owns
44 signals, including eight radio stations in Madison: 94.1 JJO, Magic 98, 93.1 Jamz, Q106, The
Zone, The Farm, The Resistance, and Madison’s only Spanish radio station (La Movida). More
than a locally owned company, Mid‐West Family Madison also is an employee‐owned company,
with all shareholders being current or former employees. For more info, visit thefarmwi.com.

MEDIA IS A FAMILY CAREER —
“I’ve been in radio since 2000,
but media has been in my family
for three generations,” said Eric
Fleming (KGLO, Mason
City, Iowa).
“My grandpa Pat was a radio
broadcaster for years in
Dubuque, Iowa. My father, Tim,
has been in radio for
40‐plus years.
“I have some big shoes to fill in
following in their footsteps, but
I’m doing my best as a radio
personality on various music
stations here in North Iowa. Over
the years, I have broadcast on
different formats and have a strong digital background. I love the graphic design and computer
side, as well. Technology and all the changes I’ve seen in my career are offering new options to
provide music and Information to listeners. I’m still doing shows on the music stations (KLSS,
KYTC) along with my new role as farm director for AM 1300 KGLO. It has been a great learning
experience as I continue to grow in this industry and to meet many great individuals in the farm
world.
“I did not grow up around agriculture; but, living in North Iowa, it was not far away or was
always around me. Friends and family members I knew were farmers, and I would go hang out
at their horse farms, growing up as a kid. I had limited experience with agriculture. I went to
school for graphic design; and, on the broadcast side, I was just following in the family
footsteps. My older sister Amy is a news anchor for the local TV station.”

NEW NAFB MEMBER IS MULTIMEDIA PRODUCER — Alex Voichoskie‐Hansen is a multimedia
producer and farm broadcaster for KRVN Radio and the Nebraska Rural Radio Association. She
started full‐time in June after serving as an intern. She is nearing her third year working as a
farm broadcaster for the company. A May 2020 graduate of the University of Nebraska‐Lincoln
(UNL), she graduated with a BS in agricultural and environmental sciences communication with
a minor in animal science.
Also, Voichoskie‐Hansen
attended Southeast Community
College (SCC) in Beatrice,
Nebraska, where she graduated
with an associate degree in
agriculture business and
management technology with a
certificate in precision
agriculture.
“One of the most frequently
asked questions I receive is, ‘How
did you get your start in
broadcasting?’ My answer is
quite simple. It started with a
piece of scrap paper,” she said.
During her second year at SCC,
she needed to find an internship
to graduate. At the time, her plan
was to transfer to UNL to receive
a degree in both agriculture
education and agriculture
communications, so she was
searching for a
related internship.
“I kept coming up short, and I
was running out of time. Feeling defeated and ready to settle for anything, I had one last
opportunity to land a desirable internship. While I was running the college booth at a local
cattle show — conveniently where KRVN also had a booth — my instructor urged me to ask
them about their internship opportunities. It took me two days to muster up the courage, and it
seemed like the longest 15 steps of my life. But on day two, I walked from our booth to theirs.

“I introduced myself to Tim Marshall, who was the KRVN station manager at the time. I
explained my situation and asked if he would consider hiring an intern. If you have ever met
Tim, you know he’s one of the most caring and welcoming people, so it’s no surprise that he
said he would be willing to look over my resume and consider the opportunity. Instead of
asking for Tim’s business card for his contact information, which would be the logical and
professional thing to do, I asked for a piece of paper and a pen so I could write down his email
address. When I walked away, I thought I had completely blown the last possible opportunity to
get an internship, but that scrap piece of paper turned out to be just the beginning of my
broadcasting journey.
“From there, I started my internship in March 2018. With absolutely no communications
education or experience, Bryce Doeschot took me under his wing after starting a news bureau
in Lincoln; and to this day, Bryce continues to be a mentor.

“That brings me to today. I currently serve as a multimedia producer, where I create radio,
television, website, and digital content for KRVN and the Rural Radio Network. I co‐host a
number of programs, including Friday Five and Headlines for the Heartland. I’m also a part of
The Max Country Morning Show, which is a station within the network. It has been such a great
transition from farm broadcasting intern to a full‐time multimedia producer.
“I grew up on an Angus‐Hereford cow/calf operation in Wilcox, Nebraska, and I have fond
memories of listening to KRVN in our old blue pickup while we were checking cows or fixing
fence. Now, I get to be a voice that shares agriculture information to producers across
the state.

“To this day, I still have that scrap piece of paper hanging in the visor of my car. It serves as a
powerful reminder that no matter how unqualified or unworthy I feel in a situation, God’s plan
is much greater than mine, and it is the only plan that truly matters,” Voichoskie‐Hansen
concludes.

A CHARITABLE WAY TO CELEBRATE A 50TH ANNIVERSARY — On October 4, 2020, Skip and
Susan Davis quietly celebrated their 50th year of marriage. COVID‐19 made it impossible for
them to celebrate with family and friends.
“In fact, we haven’t seen our children, Stefanie and Scott, since May 14. That day, I buried my
98‐year‐old mother. Still, it’s good our phones work on a daily basis,” Skip said.
Stefanie is a teacher at Perry Meridian High School, and Scott is a director at WISH TV, both in
Indianapolis. Stefanie is teaching dual‐credit courses for Vincennes University, and Scott
recently won an Emmy Award.

“To celebrate our golden anniversary, Susan and I decided to send a $50 check each month to a
different non‐profit organization. They include: NAFB Foundation; Salvation Army; Shop With a
Cop; Sleep in Heavenly Peace; Oak Hill High School Education Foundation; Frankfort High School
Education Foundation; Creutzfield‐Jakob Disease Foundation; Red Barn Summer Theater;
Frankfort Cheerleaders; Private Family Donation; Clinton County Boys and Girls Club; and Coach
Kids.
“I met Susan, the love of my life, in her uncle’s TV repair shop in Frankfort, Indiana, one
Saturday morning. I was checking on the progress of repairing my TV. Instead, I checked her out
for the rest of our lives. Susan would tell you she thought I was ‘old.’
“I began my career in television as an engineer, schooled at Central Technical Institute in Kansas
City, Missouri. It was in Indianapolis at the WFBM stations where I met and worked with Harry
Martin. That connection helped me frame my future radio career. After a 45‐year broadcast
career, I retired from the WASK stations in Lafayette, Indiana, in 2008.
“Since then, I spent two years on the Clinton County Fair Council. That was long enough to
realize I was too old for that kind of hard work. However, I choose to continue supporting the
fair utilizing my talents. The Clinton County Fair continued this year on a limited basis. I was
asked to supervise the installation of additional PA speakers in the parking area surrounding the
livestock barns. The new layout was designed to keep exhibitors informed about the progress of
the classes as they waited from their livestock holding spaces.
“Everything the Clinton County Fair Council did worked so well that when neighboring Boone
County 4‐H was told there would be no fair this year in Boone County, they brought their
livestock to Clinton County and held an open show for their 4‐H members only.
“I have found a deep history behind our county fair, first held in 1853. The oldest building on
the grounds is more than 120 years old. It is my dream to turn it into a local landmark and use it
as a museum.
“The contacts I made through NAFB continue to be important to me, especially the five years I
wrote for the NAFB News Service. That activity taught me to write better stories. I continue
editing my church’s weekly Sunday morning service posting it on the church web page and
YouTube. This has been a key to the success of our church this year,” Skip added.
Because of COVID‐19, Susan has had to step back from a lot of the activities she has enjoyed.
She has spent several years keeping the scoring book for her high‐school volleyball team and
keeping the scoreboard for her school’s basketball teams. Also, she has worked election polls
and served as a volunteer tax preparer for AARP. COVID‐19 has curtailed these activities. Davis
describes his 50‐year partner as “a people person.”
“Best wishes to all of you as I pray we get out of this COVID‐19 pandemic ASAP,” Skip
concluded.
Skip Davis is an Emeritus Member of NAFB.

WE WANT YOUR NEWS — Send us your stories and photos for future newsletter issues.
Contact Larry Quinn at larryaquinn@outlook.com or phone at 703‐819‐6532. Airing on the Side
of Agriculture is included in the blog section of NAFB.com. For an archive copy of any past
issues, go to Membership and click on Airing on the Side of Agriculture.
# # #

