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FARM/CHRISTMAS TOUR OF EUROPE PLANNED — Monte James (Your Ag Network, Inc.,
Mitchell, South Dakota) is organizing a European excursion in December, and he invites NAFB
members to join in on the trip.
“I asked friend of NAFB Bernhard Steiner from Custom Travel Network (CTN) to work with Your
Ag Network in celebration of the end of COVID and the beginning of a new era with an
ag/Christmas trip to Europe,” James said.

“I was fortunate to be one of the lucky travelers on the 2018 NAFB ag trip to China, which will
go down as the most fascinating and eye-opening journey of my lifetime, and then some.
Bernhard and his team of Asian tour guides masterfully escorted us via planes, buses, and bullet
trains across the heart of China and on to Hong Kong. In addition to the wonderful ag-related
entities we visited like a Syngenta lab and a chicken/crocodile farm where the crocs feasted on
the spent laying hens and the crocs were then turned into high-dollar purses and golf bags, we
also toured the breathtaking Great Wall and Forbidden City and even a panda sanctuary,”
James added.
“The most impressive thing we all noted about CTN was the opulence of the accommodations
and food. I was so impressed with the trip that CTN put together that I asked Steiner to host an
ag trip to his native country of Austria, plus the Czech Republic and Germany.
“On the tour, we will visit the worldfamous Christmas markets in Munich
and Salzburg and some of Europe’s
most cutting-edge agricultural
wonders like Saatau Linz, one of the
world’s leading seed cooperatives.
We also will have a ride-and-drive at
Steyr Tractors, which is world famous
for its innovative production facility
and products. Other stops include
Schronrunn Palace in Vienna, wine cellars in the small village of Mikulov, an evening cruise on
the River Vltava in Prague, and snowcapped mountains in Bavaria enroute to Innsbruck,” James
said.
“This is just a small sample of the impressive itinerary that Steiner and his wife, Lana, have
created with a lot of hidden surprises like beer halls and world class cuisine! Join us on this 10day, nine-night journey to one of the most fascinating and beautiful regions on planet earth,”
James said.
The tour is strictly limited to 35 guests, and the price is reflective of CTN’s desire to get people
traveling safely again. It is $3,490 per person.
“Hurry. Time is running out. Itinerary and registration are available at www.youragnetwork.com
or call CTN at 760/688-0127,” James concluded.

HENDERSON INDUCTED INTO AG PR HALL OF FAME — NAFB Allied Industry Member Lynn
Henderson was honored at the 2021 annual meeting of the Agricultural Relations Council. He
was inducted into the 2021 Agricultural Public Relations Hall of Fame.
Henderson holds a B.S. from
Iowa State University in
agricultural journalism and mass
communications. He is the
current owner of Henderson
Communications, LLC, and he is
former president/CEO of Doane
Agricultural Services. Henderson
has served on several boards,
including the Agriculture Council
of America and the NAFB
Foundation.
NAFB Allied Industry Member
and ARC Member Chuck
Zimmerman conducted an
audio interview with Henderson after his induction, which may be accessed here: Interview
with Lynn Henderson, AgriMarketing.

Congratulating Lynn Henderson (center) on his PR Hall of Fame induction are 2021 ARC President John
Blue of Truffle Media, left, and Kristy Mach, ARC past president/current ARC executive director.

LIFELONG MINNESOTAN SPENDS WHOLE CAREER IN RADIO — Jim Maurice (WWJO-FM, St.
Cloud, Minnesota) grew up across the road from farming. He is a lifelong Minnesotan, born and
raised in the small west central Minnesota town of Maynard (population around 500).
“Growing up with my backyard facing the town’s large grain elevator where my father worked
for over 30 years, I was exposed to farm life at a very young age. Any local farmer who showed
up at the elevator who needed a farm hand for picking rocks, walking bean fields (and later
riding the bean bar), baling hay, and probably many other odd jobs, my dad just sent them over
to the house and had them pick me up. It was hard work, but I loved it,” Maurice said.

“As an adult, I’ve had the good fortune of spending my entire career in radio broadcasting. First,
I worked at KDMA (Montevideo, Minnesota) primarily as their sports director. Later, I moved on
and had a 10-year run at KLGR (Redwood Falls, Minnesota), mostly as the station’s program
director. A highlight for us at that station every year was our coverage of FarmFest, just down
the road. It was three full days of wall-to-wall coverage of everything farm related. My career
has landed me in St. Cloud, Minnesota, for the past 16 years as the station’s news director.
“But, when the company wanted to add more farm programming, it seemed like a natural fit
for me to fill that role, as well. With my previous experience filling in for the other stations’
farm directors, combined with my love for our rural farm communities, I’m excited and ready to
tell the important stories of the farmers and the farming industry and how they are related to
the overall economy of greater Minnesota,” Maurice concluded.

REGIONAL PENNSYLVANIA NEWSPAPER FEATURES FARM BROADCASTER WILLIAMS —
(Editor’s Note: We thank the Tri-County Independent of Honesdale, Pennsylvania, for granting
permission to reprint this in-depth article, written by Peter Becker, on NAFB Member Dave
Williams. Photos by Peter Becker, Tri-County Independent.)
CHERRY RIDGE — He’s a voice for agriculture across Pennsylvania and beyond, airing daily on as
many as 30 radio stations and three networks, and weekly on PCN-TV. Dave Williams’
broadcasts emanate from none other than the farmhouse of his family’s five-generation farm in
Wayne County.

He is the owner of the Pennsylvania Farm Country & American Farm Country Radio Network as
well as producer of Pennsylvania Country Roads TV with a combined audience of as many as 5
million people.
Although not actively milking cows anymore, Williams is very active in agriculture. Out and
about with his microphone and camera, he is supporting the rural quality of life so very much a
part of the hills and dales of the Keystone State, defending the cause of what in many ways is a
long struggle for the family farm in the modern economy.

He’s been doing this for 23 years; and recently, he celebrated this with a down-home barbeque
cooked on his unique Stourbridge Lion locomotive cooker he built some 25 years ago. His
invited guests were many of his friends he has made statewide who encouraged him along the
way, making what may seem an unlikely journey possible.

As he said, “One thing just led to the other.” Williams was not a broadcaster before this.
He took over the herd of about 30 dairy cows when he was 12 and was active with 4-H until he
went into the military. After the service, he spent three years in Texas helping to manage a
5,000-acre cattle ranch, a huge contrast to his small dairy where he was raised. He married his
late wife, Melba, and together they leased a 50-acre mule farm while he was working in the oildrilling business.
All along, he never lost his heart and passion for his roots and the people who know the hard
work, uncertainties, and joys of bringing in a harvest, tending livestock, and raising food, or
whose job is in any one of sundry ag-supporting businesses.

“I guess he liked my voice”
Williams never expected to have the privilege of being a farm broadcaster nor would have
dreamed that in his very childhood bedroom one day he’d set it up as a broadcast studio.
When they came back to Wayne County, he worked as a fleet manager selling trucks while
doing some farming on weekends, raising sheep and cows. He became president of the Pocono
Mountains Antique Farm Association, doing shows, including at the GDS Fair and Wayne County
Fair.
Living back at the family farm in Cherry Ridge, he was raising beef and later switched to growing
hay and vegetables. His fields are still used for haying.
Then one day, Marlyn Shaffer, who was an officer with the Wayne County Farm Bureau,
approached him and asked him to do a radio show on Honesdale’s radio station WDNH (as it
was known then). Shaffer was part of the antique machinery club with Williams.
He was taken by surprise.
“I guess he liked my voice,” Williams said.
This was in the fall of 1998.
He brought the proposal to Bob Mermell, the owner of the broadcasting company. Mermell
agreed to air the show but said they tried a farming program some years before and it hadn't
worked out. The issue, Williams said, was that the earlier try was targeting only the farmers and
issues specific to them and lacked a broader appeal. Williams wanted to involve the consumers,
who actually buy and eat the food so they could understand and be involved.
On his very first show on WDNH-AM 1590, his guest was Leroy Van Dyke, a popular country
singer. On subsequent shows he would interview state and federal legislators, governors, state
ag officials, and —of course — he has had “a lot of farm family stories.”
Farmers’ stories
Williams said the “heartland stories” from the farmers themselves have been most effective,
telling their joys and sorrows and letting the consumers know what they are up against. It
wasn’t easy at first getting the farmers to open up. An independent lot, they traditionally don’t
say a lot, Williams indicated, but he was able to gain their trust.
They found he is one of them and had a friend who understands and was willing to be their
voice.
About 17 years ago, Williams became an officer and later a state director for the Pennsylvania
Farm Bureau. He became a state delegate for the American Farm Bureau Foundation.

While at the American Farm Bureau Convention in North Carolina, he met Orion Samuelson,
who then hosted U.S. Farm Report, a weekly television news magazine dedicated to agriculture.
Samuelson also was a long-time chief agriculture broadcaster for WGN Chicago. Williams
interviewed him for his own show.
“He said I needed to be a national farm broadcaster. I didn’t know what that meant,” Williams
admitted.
Williams joined the National Association of Farm Broadcasting (NAFB), described as an
organization dedicated to serving the interest of the agricultural community and creating value
for its member broadcast stations and networks.
Both Samuelson and Max Armstrong, another agriculture broadcaster who partnered many
years with Samuelson, went on Williams’ radio show. By now, his show had expanded to about
a dozen radio stations in northeast and north-central Pennsylvania.
Farm TV broadcasting
He also met Mark Oppold, who at the time was news director for RFD-TV. This is the flagship
network of Rural Media Group and the nation’s first 24-hour television network focused on
agribusiness, equine and rural lifestyles, and traditional country music and entertainment.
Williams, who until this time was only doing radio, started doing work for RFD-TV.
Each January, Williams has been sure to cover the week-long Pennsylvania Farm Show near
Harrisburg. Penn State University had been doing a radio show at this event but suddenly
pulled out of the segment. The show manager then asked Williams to take it over. Williams
started doing six radio shows a day at the Pennsylvania Farm Show as well as a television
segment for RFD-TV.
He said the Pennsylvania Farm Show officials have treated him very well. To complete his
programming, he was set up right next to Pennsylvania Cable Network (PCN) so he could share
the internet connection, so he became well-acquainted with the people at PCN.
The radio show kept growing as did his sponsors. Another open door came with PCN three
years ago when the network offered Williams a chance to do his own show on PCN. He said
they had seen his work on RFD-TV and thought he’d be a good fit.
Around this time, his beloved wife died in 2018; and, for Williams, he needed more to do to
keep occupied. He said Melba was a big supporter of him and did his books.
The program on PCN, Pennsylvania Country Roads TV, gained some important sponsors,
including Cabot Oil & Gas, Pennsylvania Farm Bureau, AgChoice Farm Credit, and the
Pennsylvania Soybean Board.

His show on PCN brings a potential audience of 3.5 million, on top of the 2 million who can tune
in to hear the radio programs. Locally, he is aired on several radio frequencies by Bold Gold
Media Group.
At RFD-TV, he learned some pointers, but mostly Williams learned how to put a television
program together by trial and error, perfecting it as he went along, watching what others do.
He does his own editing and adds appropriate background music, making it quite professional.
Much of the time, he is on the road, attending fairs and festivals, and agricultural events,
covering subjects related to local and regional history. Interviews he does with his TV camera
are edited and adapted to use on his radio shows as well. In addition to PCN-TV, he still reports
for RFD-TV.
Sometimes, Williams has something humorous and heart-warming, like a video he did about a
calf being born. His camera was on the people watching the blessed event, to catch their
expressions as a new cow has come into the world.
The lockdown in 2020 related to COVID-19 meant fewer events to cover. Many broadcasters
resorted to re-runs, but Williams has kept up the pace with new programming. He does four or
five new segments each week.
One thing that kept him busy through COVID, he said, was getting out and talking to farmers
about how they were coping and their views about vaccines. Williams avoids political subjects.
Early morning fare
Williams’ radio and TV shows tend to be early morning fare, slots given him by the
broadcasters. He said the time slots are popular with commuters and also for those who start
their chores early on the farm.
The farmers, he said, relate to him and feel comfortable opening up.
“It was not so in the beginning,” he said. “My reputation grew. They know I’m not doing it for
the money but to help people.”
Williams found people like to talk about a subject they know about, and to talk about
themselves. Before the video starts, he spends some time with them just talking, making them
feel at ease.
“I tell them it’s like sitting on the back porch talking,” he said. “Some actually take me out to
the back porch.”

Bring hope
Asked how he has dealt with his rise in his career and outreach, Williams reflected and shared.
“I don’t do it to make a big deal about me, but I do it because I care about the people. I was
raised in farming, and I grew to really care about people. What really makes the show is the
people sharing their stories, the sorrows, and the good times. I hope it makes some difference
and inspires the younger generation. It gives them hope.”
Many honors and awards have come his way for his farm-broadcast work. One of those special
times of recognition was the day Governor Ed Rendell designated August as Pennsylvania AgriTourism Month in Williams’ honor. Williams commented it’s not about who gets the award but
the people who make it happen, and who is really deserving of awards are the farm families.
At the 23rd anniversary barbeque, Brian Smith, a Damascus Township farmer who happens to
be a Wayne County Commissioner, was there with his group playing some country songs. Smith
bragged to the other guests about how Williams helped bring Future Farmers of America (FFA)
and an agricultural curriculum back to Honesdale High School, something no one would have
thought possible.
Williams later explained he had invited Michael Brammer, who was executive manager of
Pennsylvania FFA at the time, to come and speak at Wayne County Ag Day, an annual public
event held at Honesdale High School. The local school board learned of it, and Williams said
they realized what they were missing at the school district.
“I was just one person in the group. It’s not about who gets credit, but it’s about getting it
done,” he stressed.

WE WANT YOUR NEWS — Send us your stories and photos for future newsletter issues.
Contact Larry Quinn at larryaquinn@outlook.com or phone at 703-819‐6532. Airing on the Side
of Agriculture is included in the blog section of NAFB.com. For an archive copy of any past
issues, go to Membership and click on Airing on the Side of Agriculture.
# # #

